
Hold your ukulele with the sound-hole facing out. :)

Strumming starters

Down Down Down Down 
(Bump, Bump, Bump, Bump)

Down-Up Down-Up Down-Up Down-Up
(Ditty, Ditty, Ditty, Ditty)

Down * Down-Up, Down * Down-Up 
(Bump Ditty, Bump Ditty)

Down-DOWN, Down-DOWN, 
Down-DOWN, Down-DOWN
(Bump Chick, Bump Chick, 
Bump Chick, Bump Chick) 

Humptee Dum - (Ain’t that Funky Now)
Mary had a little lamb /
It’s fleece was white as snow /
And everywhere that Mary went....  /

Ooh! Ain’t that funky now! /
Hum-Tee-Dum /
Hum-Hum-Tee-Dump-Dump Diddly /
Hum-Tee-Dump /
Hum-Hum-Tee-Dump-Dump Diddly /

Peter Peter Pumpkin eater /
Twinkle twinkle little star /
Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet /
Mary Mary quite contrary /

There are lots of strumming variations 

Here are just a few:
3/4 time: Down-DOWN-DOWN
(Bump Chick-Chick, Bump Chick-Chick)
— The Blue Danube Waltz

Ballads: Down-Down-Up, Up-Down-Up
(Bumpa Dumpa Ditty) — Country Roads

4/4 back beat: 
Down-Up Chuck-Up (Dynamite)

Ukulele Parts

Head  
Tuning Pegs or Tuners
Nut
Frets
Neck 
Body  
Sound Hole  
Bridge  
Saddle

G  C  E  A
strings 

G oats C an E at A nything!



Goats Can Eat Anything!
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The first string (A) is 
closest to your belly 
when you are playing.

The fourth string (G) 
is closest to your head 
when you are playing.
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Pressing Strings

• Press straight down on 
the string.

• Use the tip of your finger. 
(centered between the 
frets, not on the fret bar). 

• Try to produce a clear, 
ringing tone.

• To test it out, pluck just 
that string, not the whole 
chord and listen.

• If your chord sounds 
muffled, make sure you 
are only touching the 
desired string.

• Don’t worry if it’s not 
perfect. You’ll improve!

Press the 1st string 
on the 3rd fret to 
make a C chord
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Chord charts

Chord charts show where to  
press your fingers on the fretboard. 
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Frère Jacques  (Are You Sleeping)
4/4 rhythm: BUMP BUMP BUMP BUMP
(down, down, down, down)

C
Are you sleeping, 
Are you sleeping, 
Brother John?
Brother John?

Morning bells are ringing, 
Morning bells are ringing. 
Ding ding dong, 
Ding ding dong!

Frère Jacques, 
Frère Jacques, 
Dormez-vous? 
Dormez-vous?

Sonnent les matines, 
Sonnent les matines, 
Ding ding dong, 
Ding ding dong!

The first note to sing is a C: •
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MY DOG HAS FLEAS  Bozeman Ukulele Cabaret

4/4 rhythm 1: Bump, Bump, Bump, Bump! (down, down down down)
4/4 rhythm 2: Ditty-Ditty-Ditty-Ditty! ( down-up, down-up, down-up, down-up)
4/4 rhythm 3: BUMP ditty! BUMP ditty! (down-down-up, down-down-up)

J I had a dog, his name was Pete,
Itchiest dog that you’ll ever meet!
I thought he had some awful disease,
{STOP!} Oh no! My dog had fleas!

Myhdog has fleas! My Jdog has fleas. Myhdog has fleas! My Jdog has fleas. 

J I had a cat, her name was Boo,
She was always itchin’ and a scratchin’ too.
I think’s that’s why she’s rubbin’ my knees,
{STOP!} Oh no! My cat has fleas!

Myhcat has fleas! My Jcat has fleas. Myhcat has fleas! My Jcat has fleas.

J I have a brother and a sister too,
Itchin’ and a-scratchin’s all we ever do!
Hey, somebody could you help us, please?
{STOP!} That’s right! We all have fleas!

Wehall have fleas! WeJall have fleas. Wehall have fleas! We Jall have fleas.

The first note to sing is an E: •

You can watch a video of this song at http://youtu.be/Rt3hbq4rDLU



The first note to sing is an E: •
Buffalo Gals  by John Hodges (1844)
4/4 rhythm: BUMP ditty! BUMP ditty! (down-down-up, down-down-up)

CHORUS: (repeated after each verse)

FBuffalo gals, won’t you Fcome out tonight, 

JCome out tonight,F Come out tonight  

FBuffalo gals, won’t you Fcome out tonight and 

JDance by the light of the F moon.

 Verse 1

FAs I was walking Fdown the street,

JDown the street, FDown the street, 

FA pretty little gal I Fchanced to meet, 

JOh, she was fair to F see.

[F] I asked her if she’d stop and talk, 
[C7] Stop and talk, [F] Stop and talk, 
[F] Her feet took up the whole sidewalk, 
[C7] There was no room for [F] me.

[F] I asked her if she’d have a dance, 
[C7] Have a dance, [F] Have a dance,
[F] I thought that I might have a chance 
[C7] To shake a foot with [F] her.

[F] Oh I danced with a lady with a hole in her stockin 
And her [C7] knees kept a knockin 
And her [F] toes kept a rockin
[F] Oh I danced with a lady with a hole in her stockin 
[C7] And we danced by the light of the [F] moon!

The first note to sing is an F: •
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Jambalaya On the Bayou by Hank Williams (1952)
4/4 rhythm: bump-chick! bump chick! (down-DOWN, down-DOWN) 

FGood-bye Joe, me gotta go, me oh Jmy oh,

me gotta go, pole the pee-rog* down the Fbayou.

My Yvonne, the sweetest one, me oh Jmy oh.

Son of a gun, we’ll have big fun, on the Fbayou.

CHORUS: (repeated after each verse) 

FJambalaya, crawfish pie and fillet Jgumbo

Cause tonight, I’m gonna see my cher a Fmi o

Pick guitar, fill fruit jar, and be Jgay-o.

Son of a gun, we’ll have big fun, on the Fbayou.

Verse 2

[F] Tee-bo-do*, Fon-tan-o*, the place is [C7] buzzin’
Kinfolk come to see Yvonne, by the [F] dozen.
Dress in style, go hog wild, me oh [C7] my oh.
Son of a gun, we’ll have big fun, on the [F] bayou.

* these are really spelled pirogue, Thibodaux and Fontaineaux

The first note to sing is an A: •



Jambalaya On the Bayou by Hank Williams (1952)
4/4 rhythm: bump-chick! bump chick! (down-DOWN, down-DOWN) 

CGood-bye Joe, me gotta go, me oh Nmy oh,

me gotta go, pole the pee-rog* down the Cbayou.

My Yvonne, the sweetest one, me oh Nmy oh.

Son of a gun, we’ll have big fun, on the Cbayou.

CHORUS: (repeated after each verse) 

CJambalaya, crawfish pie and fillet Ngumbo

Cause tonight, I’m gonna see my cher a Cmi o

Pick guitar, fill fruit jar, and be Ngay-o.

Son of a gun, we’ll have big fun, on the Cbayou.

Verse 2

[C] Tee-bo-do*, Fon-tan-o*, the place is [G7] buzzin’
Kinfolk come to see Yvonne, by the [C] dozen.
Dress in style, go hog wild, me oh [G7] my oh.
Son of a gun, we’ll have big fun, on the [C] bayou.

The first note to sing is an F: •

* these are really spelled pirogue, Thibodaux and Fontaineaux
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Three Little Birds  by Bob Marley
4/4 rhythm: oomph ditty! oomph ditty! (STOP-down-up, Stop-down-up)
(or do ditty-ditty-ditty-ditty, 
or bump-ditty bump-ditty 
or bump bump bump bump)

Chorus: 

Don’t C worry, about a thing, cause 

F every little thing is gonna be C al-right.

C Singin’ Don’t worry, about a thing, cause 

F every little thing is gonna be C al-right.

Verse:

Rise up this C morning, smile with the N rising sun.

Three little C birds, sit by my F doorstep

Singing C sweet songs of melodies N pure and true 

Singing’ F[stop] this is my message to C you-oo-oo.

The first note to sing is an E: •



The first note to sing is an E: • THE LION SLEEPS TONIGHT
4/4 rhythm: Ditty-Ditty-Ditty-Ditty! ( down-up, down-up, down-up, down-up)

C A-wimo-weh, a-wimo-weh, F a-wimo-weh, a-wimo-weh

C wimo-weh, a-wimo-weh, N a-wimo-weh, a-wimo-weh

VERSE 1

C In the jungle, the F mighty jungle... The C lion sleeps to- Nnight

C In the jungle the F quiet jungle... The C lion sleeps to- Nnight

CHORUS

C Weeee   F ee-ee-ee   C ee-um-um a-weh! N (Repeat 2X)

VERSE 2

C Near the village the F peaceful village... The C lion sleeps to- Nnight

C Near the village the F quiet village... The C lion sleeps to- Nnight

Repeat Chorus

VERSE 3

C Hush my darling don’t F fear my darling... The C lion sleeps to- Nnight

C Hush my darling don’t F fear my darling... The C lion sleeps to- Nnight

Repeat Chorus

End on C

The first note to sing is a C: •



Da Doo Ron Ron (1963 - The Crystals)

CI met him on a Monday and my  Fheart stood still

Da N do ron ron ron da Cdoo ron ron

CSomebody told me that his  Fname was Bill

Da N do ron ron ron da Cdoo ron ron

CYeah, my  Fheart stood still   ...  CYeah, his  Nname was Bill

CYeah, and when heFwalked me home Da Ndo ron ron ron da Cdoo ron ron

CI met him on a Monday and his name was  F____________________________________

Da N do ron ron ron da Cdoo ron ron

C______________________________F____________________________________________

Da N do ron ron ron da Cdoo ron ron

CYeah, F_________________________   CYeah, N_______________________________

CYeah, F_______________________________  Da N do ron ron ron da Cdoo ron ron



“Johnny B. Goode” by Chuck Berry

CDeep down Louisiana close to CNew Orleans, 

CWay back up in the woods among the Cevergreens

There Fstood a log cabin made of Fearth and wood,

Where Clived a country boy named of CJohnny B. Goode

Who Gnever ever learned to read or Gwrite so well,

But he Ccould play the guitar like Cringing a bell.

[Chorus:] 

CGo... CGo Johnny Go CGo... CGo Johnny Go FGo... 

FGo Johnny Go CGo... CGo Johnny Go GGo... 

F Johnny B. CGoode C
[C] He use to carry his guitar in a gunny sack
[C] Or sit beneath the trees by the railroad track.
[F] Oh, the engineers used to see him sitting in the shade,
[C] Strumming with the rhythm that the drivers made.
[G] The People passing by, they would stop and say
[C] Oh my that little country boy could play
[Chorus] 

[C] His mother told him someday you will be a man,
[C] And you would be the leader of a big old band.
[F] Many people coming from miles around
[C] To hear you play your music when the sun go down
[G] Maybe someday your name will be in lights
[C] Saying Johnny B. Goode tonight.
[Chorus] 

Chords in this song
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So you want a ukulele!

• Prices range from $40 up. Some low priced starter ukuleles:

 --  Empire soprano ($42 online + $10 shipping)
 (The machine head model E765M stays in tune better than the cheaper model with tension tuners)
   Empire: http://empiremusic.net 

 --  Makala Dolphin and Shark models should cost about $40-45.  
 They look pretty, but their intonation (the precision of notes from fret to fret) can be a little iffy.

 If the ukuleles at your local store seem overpriced, look for an online source with free shipping  
and a good return policy. (...and make sure that the SELLER will pay shipping on returns!)

Not all ukuleles are alike! 

 In general, just pick a ukulele that you enjoy the sound of.  
If you enjoy playing it, and it sounds nice to YOUR ear, then it’s a good ukulele!

 But... If it sounds bad, or you hear buzzes or rattles or the neck looks warped, you might want to keep looking. 

 Tip: Tune the ukulele (GCEA)  with an electronic tuner and try some chords on it before buying it.

 A good test is to play a G chord. If the ukulele has been tuned, the open G string in a G chord  
should match the tone of the 3rd fret on the E string. If not, there’s a problem. 

 All ukuleles should sound good when tuned, even if they have new or cheap strings. 
(Retune often if necessary. New strings do go out of tune quickly for a couple of weeks.)

Want to learn more songs?

• These sites have songs with ukulele chord charts printed with the lyrics:
 http://www.doctoruke.com/songs.html
 http://www.alligatorboogaloo.com/uke/tabs.html
 http://sanjoseukeclub.org/song_book.html
 http://scorpexuke.com/ukulele-songs.html

• This site has songs with uke chords charts and you can play along with videos!
 http://www.ukulele.nl/chordfinder.php

• Here is a neato online transposing tool: 
 http://www.simusic.com/transpose.html

• More info, songs and tips:

 Marla Goodman (instigator): BozemanUkuleleCabaret@gmail.com 
 Bozeman Ukulele Cabaret Blog: bozemanukes.wordpress.com
 Bozeman Ukulele Cabaret on Facebook: facebook.com/BozemanUkuleleCabaret
 

 


