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Lesson 1



Goats Can Eat Anything!
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The first string (A) is 
closest to your belly 
when you are playing.

The fourth string (G) 
is closest to your head 
when you are playing.
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G oats C an E at A nything!
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Pressing Strings

• Press straight down on the string with 
your fingertip (centered between the 
frets, not on the fret bar). 

• Now, pluck the string with your thumb.
• Try to produce a clear, ringing tone.

What chord is this?
Can you find it on the chord charts below?

Chord charts

Chord charts show us where to press 
our fingers on the fretboard. 
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Ukulele Parts

You can color the parts:
Head  ......................................Red
Sound Hole ...........................Blue
Tuning Pegs  ........................Green
Neck ..................................Yellow
Body  .................................Orange
Bridge  ................................Purple

Draw lines along the strings to find:
G String ...................................... Red
C String .................................. Purple 
E String ................................... Green
A String ..................................... Blue
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Frère Jacques  (Are You Sleeping)
4/4 rhythm: BUMP BUMP BUMP BUMP
(down, down, down, down)

C
Are you sleeping, 
Are you sleeping, 
Brother John?
Brother John?

Morning bells are ringing, 
Morning bells are ringing. 
Ding ding dong, 
Ding ding dong!

C 
Frère Jacques, 
Frère Jacques, 
Dormez-vous? 
Dormez-vous?

Sonnent les matines, 
Sonnent les matines, 
Ding ding dong, 
Ding ding dong!

The first note to sing is a C: •



My Dog Has Fleas  Bozeman Ukulele Cabaret

4/4 rhythm 1: Bump, Bump, Bump, Bump! (down, down down down)
4/4 rhythm 2: Ditty-Ditty-Ditty-Ditty! ( down-up, down-up, down-up, down-up)
4/4 rhythm 3: BUMP ditty! BUMP ditty! (down-down-up, down-down-up)

J I had a dog, his name was Pete,
Itchiest dog that you’ll ever meet!
I thought he had some awful disease,
{STOP!} Oh no! My dog had fleas!

Myhdog has fleas! My Jdog has fleas. Myhdog has fleas! My Cdog has fleas. 

J I had a cat, her name was Boo,
She was always itchin’ and a scratchin’ too.
I think’s that’s why she’s rubbin’ my knees,
{STOP!} Oh no! My cat has fleas!

Myhcat has fleas! My Jcat has fleas. Myhcat has fleas! My Ccat has fleas.

J I have a brother and a sister too,
Itchin’ and a-scratchin’s all we ever do!
Hey, somebody could you help us, please?
{STOP!} That’s right! We all have fleas!

Wehall have fleas! WeJall have fleas. Wehall have fleas! We Call have fleas.

The first note to sing is an E: •



Buffalo gals  by John Hodges (1844)
4/4 rhythm: BUMP ditty! BUMP ditty! (down-down-up, down-down-up)

CHoRUs: (repeated after each verse)

FBuffalo gals, won’t you come out tonight, 

JCome out tonight,F Come out tonight  

FBuffalo gals, won’t you come out tonight and 

JDance by the light of the F moon.

 Verse 1

FAs I was walking down the street,

JDown the street, FDown the street, 

FA pretty little gal I chanced to meet, 

JOh, she was fair to F see.

[F] I asked her if she’d stop and talk, 
[C7] Stop and talk, [F] Stop and talk, 
[F] Her feet took up the whole sidewalk, 
[C7] There was no room for [F] me.

[F] I asked her if she’d have a dance, 
[C7] Have a dance, [F] Have a dance,
[F] I thought that I might have a chance 
[C7] To shake a foot with [F] her.

[F] Oh I danced with a lady with a hole in her stockin 
And her [C7] knees kept a knockin 
And her [F] toes kept a rockin
[F] Oh I danced with a lady with a hole in her stockin 
[C7] And we danced by the light of the [F] moon!

The first note to sing is an F: •



shortnin Bread  (folk song)
4/4 rhythm: BUMP ditty! BUMP ditty! (down-down-up, down-down-up)

CHoRUs: (repeated after each verse)

FMamma’s little baby loves shortnin’, shortnin’

Mamma’s little baby loves Jshortnin’ Fbread

 Verse 1  FThree little children layin’ in the bed

Two were sick and the Jother ‘most Fdead

FSent for the doctor, the doctor said

F“Feed those children on Jshortnin’ Fbread” 

2.  [F] When those children layin’ in the bed
 Heard that talk about [C7] shortnin’ [F] bread 
 They popped up well and started to sing
 danced ‘round the room doin’ the [C7] pigeon [F] wing  

3.  [F] Put on the skillet! Put on the lid!
 Mamma’s gonna make a little [C7] shortnin’ [F] bread
 That’s not all that Mamma’s gonna do
 Mamma’s going to make a little [C7] coffee [F] too 

4.  [F] Slipped to the kitchen, picked up the lid!
 Filled my pockets full of [C7] short’nin’ [F] bread
 Stole the skillet, stole the lid
 Stole the gal makin’ [C7] short’nin’ [F] bread

5.  [F] Got caught with the skillet, Got caught with the lid
 Got caught with my mouth full of [C7] shortnin’ [F] bread
 Six months for the skillet, six months for the lid
 Six months in the jail eatin’ [C7] shortnin’ [F] bread 

The first note to sing is an F: •



What to practice

Practice for 10 or 15 minutes at a time until your fingers get used to pressing strings.
(If your fingers get tired, stop and try again later.)  

1. Hold your ukulele and remember how to strum up and down. 
(cover all the strings with your left hand to make the chk chk sound)

2. Practice the 3 strumming patterns we learned. (Slowly, until you feel confident.) 

 1. Bump Bump Bump Bump  (Down, Down, Down, Down)
 2. Ditty Ditty Ditty Ditty   (Down-up, Down-up, Down-up, Down-up)
 3. Bump Ditty Bump Ditty  (DOWN-down-up, DOWN-down-up)

3. Use the chord diagrams to remind you how to make these 4 chords:

hCJF
4. Practice your down, down, down, down, strum by playing Frere Jacques.
(Perform it for an audience if you like!)

5. Play along with My Dog Has Fleas at  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rt3hbq4rDLU

(You can skip around using the orange titles)
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